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About 
the 

author

T	 his book is unique in covering all important topics of the Chinese 
economy in depth but written in a language understandable to the 
layman and yet challenging to the expert. Beginning with 

entrepreneurship that propels the dynamic economic changes in China 
today, the book is organized into four broad parts to discuss China’s 
economic development, to analyze significant economic issues, to 
recommend economic policies and to comment on the timely economic 
issues in the American economy for comparison. 

Unlike a textbook, the discussion is original and thought-provoking. It is 
written by a most distinguished economist who has studied the Chinese 
economy for thirty years, after making breathtaking contributions to the 
fields of econometrics, applied economics and dynamic economics and 
serving as a major adviser to the government of Taiwan during its period of 
rapid development in the 1960s and 1970s. In the last thirty years, the 
author has served as a major adviser to the government of China on 
economic reform and important economic policies and cooperated with 
the Ministry of Education to introduce and promote the development of 
modern economics in China, including training  hundreds of economists 
in China and placing many graduate students to pursue a doctoral degrees 
in economics in leading universities in the US and Canada. These graduates 
now plays pivotal roles in China and in the US in academics, business or 
government institutions. The essays, a culmination of the author’s expertise 
in China over five decades, are being widely read in China. When the 
author became professor emeritus at Princeton, the University named the 
Econometric Research Program as the Gregory C. Chow Econometric 
Research Program in his honor. 

 Important Titles on

 China and Related Titles
An invaluable popular book that appeals to

everyone interested in China’s Economy

Gregory C Chow is Professor of 

Economics and Class of 1913 Professor of 

Political Economy, Emeritus, at Princeton 

University. Educated at Cornell University and 

the University of Chicago, Prof Chow is a 

member of the American Philosophical Society 

and of Academia Sinica and a Fellow of the 

American Statistical Association and of the 

Econometric Society. He is the author of 14 

books and over 200 articles, specializing in 

econometrics, dynamic economics, and the 

Chinese economy, with which he has a long-

standing involvement. Prof Chow has served 

on several committees on Sino-American 

economic exchanges and has been an adviser 

to government figures and institutions in China 

and Taiwan. He is recognized for his 

contributions to developing and modernizing 

economics education in China, where he holds 

honorary posts at nine universities.
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中国经济随笔
by Gregory C Chow 邹至庄 (Princeton University 普林斯顿大学)



Gregory C Chow’s publications with World Scientific

This invaluable book offers an insight into China through its history, culture, 
people, economy, education, science and technology, as well as government 
and political system. The author also compares the “twin” cities of Hong 
Kong and Shanghai, and describes places of interest in the world’s most 
populous country. In addition, he offers a glimpse into the delicate China–
US relations, highlighting partnership opportunities between the two giant 
economies. The book is based on the author’s knowledge accumulated over 
five decades of research, teaching, traveling, directing projects on China, 
and working with Chinese government officials, educators, academics and 
entrepreneurs.

268pp	 Feb 2004	 
978-981-238-673-1	 US$55	 £40
978-981-238-679-3(pbk)	 US$30	 £17

“Gregory Chow enlivens this 
authoritative and lucid 
survey of China — its history, 
its current condition, its 
future prospects — by 
drawing on his own 
experience as a native born 
Chinese who has spent more 
than half a century as an 
academic in the West and 
has been active in mainland 
China as teacher and advisor 
since the early 1980’s.”

Milton Friedman
most influential economist 
in the last half century and 
recipient of the 1976 Nobel 
Prize in Economic Sciences

UNDERSTANDING CHINA’S 
ECONOMY
by Gregory C Chow (Princeton University) 

“Written by the distinguished author of five other books on economics, this new text is well organized and completely up to date. 
… is the only text that focuses on the principal issues of the Chinese economy… Uses a format that is flexible enough to accomodate 
students with only a basic understanding of economics as well as more advanced students.”

Economia Internacional (Spain), 1988
 
“… this is a very enjoyable and instructive book for the students of economic systems and particularly China studies.”

Asghar Nazemzadeh
Southern Economic Journal

The main purpose of this book is to apply the basic tools of 
economic analysis to the economy of the Peoples’ Republic of 
China.

The study of the Chinese economy is interesting to economists for 
several reasons. First, China has a different cultural background and 
a different set of social and political institutions from the Western 
countries, in which most of the tools of economic analysis have 
been developed. It is therefore interesting to see how these tools 
can be applied to China and how they ought to be further developed 
or modified in the Chinese context. Second, many drastic changes 

KNOWING CHINA

THE CHINESE ECONOMY (2nd Edition)

in economic policy and economic institutions have taken place 
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China. Such important 
experiments in economics provide rare opportunities to study their 
results. Third, since the later 1970s much more information on the 
Chinese economy has become available. It is time for us to digest, 
to scrutinize, and possibly to help improve the economic data on 
China.

320pp	 Sep 1987
978-9971-5-0466-3	 US$111	 £71
978-9971-5-0467-0(pbk)	 US$56	 £36

In this book, the author has traced China’s economic 
development over the last 16 years. The steps and 
characteristics of China’s economic reform are detailed. 
The prospects for China’s economic growth are studied. 
The author also attempts to analyze topical issues pertaining 
to China’s economic relations with the US and her 
integration with the other Asian economies. This book 
provides the interested reader with a bird’s eye view of the 
Chinese economy over the last 16 years. Most chapters are 
written for the general reader, while a few are for professional 
economists. For the questions it answers or for those that it 
raises, this is an important book to read.

280pp	 Nov 1994	 
978-981-02-1841-6	 US$73	 £46
978-981-02-1858-4(pbk)	 US$39	 £24



POLITICAL BOOMS
Local Money and Power in Taiwan, East China, Thailand, and the Philippines

by Lynn T White (Princeton University, USA) 

“Professor White is one of the leading scholars on China and the rest of Asia. Here, his interests 
in China are on the local, particularly in southern Jiangsu and Zhejiang, and he gives special 
emphasis to the role of political networks at the local level. Importantly, however, he brings 
his thesis to bear on Taiwan, Thailand and the Philippines. I cannot think of any existing work 
with a similar range and analytical perspective.”

Dali Yang
University of Chicago, USA

This book, unlike most previous studies, shows that both the roots 
and results of growth are largely political rather than economic. 
Specifically, it pays attention to local, not just national, power 
networks that caused or prevented growth in the four places under 
consideration. Violence has been common in these polities, along 
with money. Elections have contributed to socio-political problems 
that are also obvious in Leninist or junta regimes, because elections 
are surprisingly easy to buy with corrupt money from government 
contracts. Liberals should pay more serious theoretical attention to 
the effects of money on justice, and Western political science should 
focus more clearly on the ways non-state local power affects 

JUDGE BAO AND THE RULE OF LAW
Eight Ballad-Stories from the Period 1250–1450
by Wilt L Idema (Harvard University, USA) 

Bestsellers on China

Pure, orthodox and incorruptible, 
Judge Bao has been serving as the 
preeminent embodiment of justice in 
China for almost a thousand years, 
so much so his court cases have been 
adapted as stories, novels and plays 
over the centuries. Now, for the very 
first time a series of eight ballad-
stories on Judge Bao, dating from the 
period 1250–1450, are offered in a 
complete and annotated translation. 
These texts will provide the reader a 
reflection of the legend of Judge Bao 
in its earliest phase of development, 
with an extended introduction 
placing the ballad-stories in context 
with the development of the Judge 

Bao legend. These ballad-stories, in contrast to past plays dating from 
the same period, present abuse of power and corruption as endemic in 
the courts and bureaucratic service, and show Judge Bao imposing the 
rule of law even on the emperor.

456pp	 Dec 2009  	  
978-981-4277-01-3	 US$52	 £39
978-981-4304-45-0(pbk)	 US$32	 £21

DIVIDED CHINA
Preparing for Reunification 883–947
by Wang Gungwu (East Asian Institute, National University 
of Singapore)

This is a revised edition 
of a study undertaken to 
explain what happened 
during one of the worst 
periods of division in 
Chinese history. What 
were the key factors that 
helped the centripetal 
forces to get back to the 
imperial norm? It begins 
with the final stage 
of decline of the Tang 
dynasty (618–907) and 
ends 50 years later when 
it became clear that the 
foundations for a last 
push towards unification 

elections. By considering the effects on fair justice of local money 
and power (largely from small- and medium-sized firms that emerge 
after agrarian reforms), this book asks democrats to face squarely 
the extent to which electoral procedures fail to help ordinary 
citizens. Students and scholars of Asia will all need this book — as 
will students of the West whose methods have become parochial.

748pp	 Jun 2009  	  
978-981-283-681-6	 US$84	 £63
978-981-283-682-3(pbk)	 US$48	 £36

were in place.

248pp	 May 2007
978-981-270-611-9	 US$77	 £43
978-981-270-792-5(pbk)	 US$48	 £25
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NOBLE LECTURES IN ECONOMICS
World Scientific works closely with 

the Nobel Foundation in Stockholm to 

publish the complete series of 
Nobel lectures from 1901 onwards 

including nobel lectures in Economic 
Sciences. These volumes are collections 

of the Nobel Lectures delivered by the 

pr izewinners ,  together  wi th thei r 

biographies and the presentation speeches 

at the award ceremonies in Stockholm for 

the period 1969 – 2005. Each Nobel 

Lecture is based on the work for which the 

laureate was awarded the prize. This 

volume of inspiring lectures should be on 

the bookshelf of every keen student, 

teacher and professor of economics as well 

as of those in related fields.

NOBEL LECTURES IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES 2001 – 2005
edited by Peter Englund (Stockholm School of Economics, Sweden) 

NOBEL LECTURES IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES 1996 – 2000
edited by Torsten Persson (Stockholm University, Sweden) 

NOBEL LECTURES IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES 1991 – 1995
edited by Torsten Persson (University of Stockholm, Sweden) 

NOBEL LECTURES IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES 1981 – 1990
The Sveriges Riksbank (Bank of Sweden) Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel

NOBEL LECTURES IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES 1969 – 1980
The Sveriges Riksbank (Bank of Sweden) Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel

edited by Assar Lindbeck (University of Stockholm, Sweden) 

Series on Contemporary China – Vol. 15

CHINA’S REFORMS AT 30
Challenges and Prospects
edited by Dali L Yang (University of Chicago, USA) & Litao Zhao (East Asian Institute, National 
University of Singapore, Singapore)

Featuring contributions from internationally renowned scholars, this timely volume analyzes key 
aspects of China’s reforms and development, such as the financial reform, international trade, 
leadership succession, social protests, health care reform and ethnic relationships. It is suitable for 
China scholars as well as advanced undergraduate and graduate students interested in China’s polity, 
economy and society.

216pp	 Jan 2009
978-981-283-424-9	 US$38	 £29
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