
Preface to the Second Edition

My first debt of gratitude must go to Ms SNG Hui Ying and Ms HO Woon
Yee. Both are young Lecturers in Economics in the School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Nanyang Technological University. They volunteered
to help me to update the book, particularly the statistics, when the first
edition went out of print. We had to comb through every chapter. We tried
also to remove whatever awkward expressions or opaqueness we found on
the way. The whole exercise turned out to be much more time-consuming
than we first thought. All remaining inelegances and inadequacies, however,
remain my responsibility. Without their undertaking to help, I would have
left this book un-updated and un-revised.

I would also like to express my appreciation to my beloved professorial
colleagues in the Division of Applied Economics in NTU, each
commenting on one or two chapters of the revised draft. My benefactors
are: Joseph ALBA, LEU Gwo-Jiun Mike, LIU Yunhua, NG Beoy Kui,
PARK Donghyun, Shubhasree SESHANNA, SOON Lee Ying, TAN Kim
Heng and YIP Sau Leung, Paul.

Outside my Division, my gratitude for useful and helpful comments
goes to Dr TAN Khee Giap, an Associate Professor in the Division of
Banking and Finance, NTU and Professor Mukul ASHER, Professor of
Public Policy Programme, National University of Singapore. The usual
disclaimer remains. Only the author is responsible for the book with
whatever blemishes that still remain.
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xii Southeast Asia: The Long Road Ahead

In the Second Edition, a few discussion topics at the back of each
chapter have been added. Hopefully, these will be useful to professors
and students using the book in seminar and tutorial discussion.
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