ADVANCED SERIES IN PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY

INTRODUCTION

Many of us who are involved in teaching a special-topic graduate course
may have the experience that it is difficult to find suitable references, espe-
cially reference materials put together in a suitable text format. Presently,
several excellent book series exist and they have served the scientific com-
munity well in reviewing new developments in physical chemistry and chem-
ical physics. However, these existing series publish mostly monographs con-
sisting of review chapters of unrelated subjects. The modern development
of theoretical and experimental research has become highly specialized.
Even in a small subfield, experimental or theoretical, few reviewers are
capable of giving an in-depth review with good balance in various new de-
velopments. A thorough and more useful review should consist of chapters
written by specialists covering all aspects of the field. This book series
is established with these needs in mind. That is, the goal of this series
is to publish selected graduate texts and stand-alone review monographs
with specific themes, focusing on modern topics and new developments in
experimental and theoretical physical chemistry. In review chapters, the
authors are encouraged to provide a section on future developments and
needs. We hope that the texts and review monographs of this series will
be more useful to new researchers about to enter the field. In order to
serve a wider graduate student body, the publisher is committed to making
available the monographs of the series in a paperbound version as well as
the normal hardcover copy.
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