PREFACE

This project was born out of a desire to combine the study of politics and
economics, Asia and Europe. Although the focus is on the economics of
Asian regionalism, we have endeavored to make sure that the volume is
as interdisciplinary and interregional as possible. In his role as director of
the SAIS Bologna Center, Professor Robert H. Evans gave us the support
we needed to get this project off the ground. It is only just, therefore, that
we dedicate our efforts in his memory.

Our task in preparing this volume has been made all the easier by our
contributors, who have been very generous in taking the time to respond
to our suggestions and to address issues raised by one another. Without
their support, this project would not have been possible. They have and
deserve our deepest thanks.

We would also like to thank some of the many students from the
SAIS Bologna Center who helped us at every stage in the development
of these essays. Daniel Gould, Fiona Stewart, and Stefanie Weitz were
particularly important at the start of our work in 2003. Sarah Bignami
and Sara Giannozzi played critical roles at the end.

Finally, and most important, we would like to thank the editor of the
Journal of Asian Economics, Professor Jan Dutta, for his support and
encouragement. The usual disclaimer applies.
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Bologna Honolulu
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