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The Civil War
B8] 3 PO

1.1 My Childhood &4

My twin brother, Wai-Kai (£5f) and I were born in Nanking (Fg50),
the capital of Nationalist China in 1936. It was the beginning of the
Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945) ({fH#k5#). My father retreated with
the government to Chongquing (EB¥), with my eldest brother, Hollis
(#27), while my mother took us back to her parents’ home in a remote
village near the county Ching-Tien Hsien (& %) in Chekiang
Province (#f7I44). Since China is a large mountainous country, it
was a safe and realistic alternative for the women and children to return
to their remote village in the mountain to escape the war. At the same
time, it was patriotic for the men to go with the government to save
China.

It is difficult nowadays for foreigner to truly appreciate the depth of
patriotism and passion of Chinese people felt towards their country
during this time. This passion was brought about by China’s long history
of humiliation by the western powers and Japan. It had begun more than
150 years ago; with the defeat of Ching Dynasty (3&%) by the British in
the Opium War (%57 #k5%) of 1841. When the Sino-Japanese War
started in 1937, the Chinese were fighting back, and were not defeated.
To save China was probably the most abiding idea for almost all Chinese
at the time.

After the Sino-Japanese War in 1945, our family reunited in Nanking,
and we settled down in a very nice house near the old palace. | was about
ten years old and my youngest sister, Helena (££3¢), was born at this
new house. Wai-Kai and | attended a primary school for the children of
the Chinese Air Force personnel near home; and my elder sister, Eileen
(%), entered the famous King-Ling Girls Junior High School (4:[%
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2 My Life’s Journey FeH94JEEL#H

#H1), which was considered to be an elite private school at the time.
There was great excitement and expectation among many Chinese people
that they would now be able to live in a peaceful life going forward; and
to start rebuilding the country under the Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek
().

Wai-Kai (Z£BH) and W.F. attended the primary school in Nanking (=4 #%) in 1948, seating
from front row, third from left with a booklet, and standing third row, third from right.
The class teacher Chen (% f5-411) standing at the left end.

This was the first time | could recall that we were living together with
my father and siblings except my eldest brother, Hollis (3£7). Hollis
was still living in a boarding school in Chongquing (EEB%) at the time.
It was my happy years at home; and we attended regular school for the
first time in my memory. Eileen was staying in a dormitory during the
weekdays; and came home every weekend. Unfortunately, these good
things never last.

The Civil War between Nationalist and Communist started
immediately after the Sino-Japanese War. Everyday, we read the
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headline news about the Civil War that was going on in Manchuria. The
tragic events on starvation of people in the besieged cities became more
and more frequent. In the school, teachers did not teach us much; but
kept talking about the war and its casualties. We practiced more
frequently in school on how to act when the insurgents attacked the city.
Bad news continued. Again, my father was forced to plan another family
retreat and family separation followed shortly.

The situation seemed to deteriorate very fast, and the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) (A R/ #) defeated the Nationalist in a
major battle in Shu-Chow (FRM) (HEMEHLA%) 5 and they were ready to
cross the Yangtze River (7)) to capture the capital, Nanking. In a
hasty decision, my parents sent us back to the coast city, Wen-Chow (Jfi
JM), to stay with our Aunt (%f%%), my father’s elder sister. My
parents bought this house for my Aunt to live in; since she was single
and never married. The city Wen-Chow was about 100 miles from our
native county, Ching-Tien Hsien. Eileen was the only child staying with
my parents in Nanking (F§5%). My siblings — Hollis (%), Wai-Kai
(#2BR) and | with my younger brother, Wai-Sun (Z2#%), and younger
sister, Helena (F3%) - boarded a passenger ship in Shanghai ().
We arrived at Wen-Chow in the summer of 1948.

In 1981, 33 years later, | had the first opportunity to return to China
and visited this house again with my eldest son, Eric (F7£%). | showed
Eric how we lived there from 1946 to 1948 when | was at his age. | was
amazed to see at that time that nothing had really been changed since the
Communist Revolution after Chairman Mao’s Culture Revolution (321t
Ki#i4n), and followed with Teng’s (BF/\*F) open-and-reform policy
(S 4BH k%) . There were five families that lived in this house during
my first visit in 1981.

The big house in Wen-Chow (JfiJ11) was on the bank of a river.
There was a large backyard with a huge orange orchard outside the house.
We had a good time at the big house: swimming in the river, fishing on
the pier, playing seek-and-hide games in the orange field, and using the
hand-made Y-shaped bow with rubber bands to shoot birds. Sometimes
our skills were practiced so well that we could even shoot down a bird
standing on the ridge of a roof with confidence. Wai-Kai (Z&BH) and |
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4 My Life’s Journey ZE49/E JEHL# 7

entered the fifth grade of a private primary school. Hollis entered as a
senior of a public junior high school. We had two teenage maids doing
housework for us. One was bought by our parents and followed us from
Nanjing (Fd L) to Wen-Chow, and the other was bought by our aunt to
take care of our ailing grandfather, who had a major stroke and was
totally paralyzed. They came from very poor peasant’s families; because
their parents could not afford to feed them.

In 1949, the PLA (f# /&) crossed the Yangtze River (&{L),
captured Nanking, and entered Beijing and my parents retreated hastily
to Taiwan with the Nationalist government ([ FXEfF). The city, Wen-
Chow (JfiJM), was still under the government control at the time. In the
summer of 1949, my parents paid a fee in Taiwan; and hired an agent to
come to Win-Chow to take us back to Taiwan. My aunt decided that the
three elder brothers should stay in the big house to guard the property.
Three of them — Aunt (BE3%), Wai-Sun (%) and Helena (F£3%) -
would go first with the agent to Taiwan. They left in one of the early
mornings, boarded a small boat, and sailed directly to Taiwan. Since
there was basically no effective government in Win-Chow at the time of
confusion and transition, there was no security check at all, and everyone
was on their own.

One morning in the fall of 1949, Wai-Kai (Z£Ff) and | went to our
school as we usually did every day. We heard loud gun fights and
sounds of machine guns shooting near the river bank and on the hill
nearby. We saw clusters of Nationalist soldiers in small groups passing
us, some with wounds and blood. They looked like they were in a hasty
retreat. We continued to cross the streets under gun fights and tried to
reach our school. We suddenly saw soldiers with different uniforms.
They were PLA soldiers. They told us to go home; there was no school
today, they said. So, we crossed the battle line again and returned to our
big house. We saw the retreating Nationalist soldiers looting and they
took whatever they could grab during their retreat. The next day, the
local Nationalist government announced that they had surrendered to the
new government.

The PLA troops that just crossed the Yangtze River (%7L) required a
rest and re-supply in Wen-Chow (jfi/Il) before their next battle. A
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platoon of soldiers was assigned to stay in our big house. Their
discipline was very impressive and their moral was super high. Every
morning they were doing their usual routine: singing songs, roll calls and
doctrine lectures. They dared not take anything from the house without
our permission. The two teenage maids were so impressed by the PLA
Army that they decided to join them. They said goodbye to us when the
platoon moved out a few weeks later. | saw the two maids dressed up in
PLA uniforms on the day of departure with high spirits. That was an
impressive scene. 1 still remember vividly some words from those songs
they kept singing and singing every morning and every evening:
“Do not take a needle and a thread from the people”

(RERAN R —$H—#1) 5
“East is red, sun rises”

(RITAL, KBTI 5
“China has a Mao Zedong”

(FEIH T — 8 EE#H) ;
“He is the savior of Chinese people”

(fl & N AR )

1.2 The Escape ZkH

In the winter of 1949, my parents again hired an agent in Taiwan; and
asked him to escort three of us back to Taiwan. Although Wen-Chow
(JE M) was under the communist government at the time, for all
practical purposes the government was not really established; and it was
more or less still a free port. There were open advertisements on the
newspapers for sharing the boat costs to sail to Taiwan. Hollis decided
to sell our rice grains in the storage bins and also some valuable
belongings; and he bought some gold bars for us to carry. So, in one of
the early mornings, we went with the agent to board a boat to sail
directly to Taiwan. It turned out this was just the beginning of an
unexpected and quite eventful journey to Taiwan. It seemed more like a
good movie script than real life.

Our neighbor, a young lady, Yen Hong-Ying (E&AL#%), with her
infant son, decided to go with us to Taiwan. Her ultimate destination was
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6 My Life’s Journey Z494: JELL#

Amsterdam, The Netherlands, since her husband had a restaurant
business there. They had just married in Win-Chow not too long ago.
The fall of the Nationalist government was so fast that we were all
caught off-guard.

When we boarded a Chinese junk in Wen-Chow (ifJ1), before we
reached the near-shore island, Ta-Chen ( K [# ) controlled by the
Nationalist government at the time, we encountered a pirate ship. |
remember vividly that we were hidden behind the dry bamboo leaves in
the cargo bay. When they discovered this, they were furious, shouting,
and yelling with guns pointing to us. After we reached Ta-Chen, we were
wondering around the area for quite a while. Then one day, we landed in
an island and stayed there for a week or so. During this period, they
caught a barber, accusing him a communist spy and shot him in front of
us.

Our boat finally docked at Ta-Chen (JXP#), which was under the
Nationalist Army (=) control; and the strait was patrolled by the
Nationalist Navy (f£#). We were told at the time, there was a military
exercise going on around the region; so no boats were allowed to move
around freely. We waited in the boat for several days; while our agent
went on shore and tried to find a way out. Fortunately, since our last
name and our native town were the same as the four-star general, Chen-
Chen (B4#%), who was the commanding general on the site at the time,
we were somehow treated as his relatives. Perhaps, the agent told the
authority so. So, we were told we could aboard a large ship nearby and
sailed to Taiwan with them. After the transfer to the big ship, our agent
disappeared and from there on we were on our own.

After a few days, our ship, named J-Phone (7'&'4), left the port
and continued the journey on an open sea. We were surprised to see that
this ship was well equipped with large machine guns and small canons.
The military personnel would not hesitate to shoot other civilian cargo
boats and seize their cargos. We found out this ship belonged to the
Nationalist intelligence office (1% /&) ; and they had to be self-
sufficient since there was no re-supply forthcoming. They acted like a
pirate ship on the open sea. The ship did not sail directly to Taiwan.
They docked near another small island. We all went on shore and lived
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with a garrison of troops on the island. There were also fishermen on the
island; so our regular foods were fishes, all kinds with and without shells.
Since cooking oil or meat was not available on the island, the fish was
simply cooked with boiling water as the main meals, no rice. There was
not much taste at all for the meals.

One morning when we got up, we found we were the only few left on
the island alone; all the garrison troops and our ship disappeared. After a
day or so, they returned. We were told later that they received an
intelligence that the PLA troops planned to land on the island that day; so
they retreated to avoid the confrontation. We were shocked to learn this
fact afterwards. They simply abandoned us. If they did not return to
island, then we had to survive on our own.

Since there were no assigned spaces on the ship for us, we stayed on
the walkway outside the officer’s cabins. It was quite windy during the
sailing. Each of us had only one blanket to cover ourselves during the
night. One day, there was a storm; Hong-Ying ((L5<) used all our
blankets to help protect her infant baby from the storm. It was an
unforgettable night for all of us. In 1984, when | took a sabbatical leave
in Germany with my family, we made a special trip and drove to
Amsterdam from Kassel, Germany to visit Hong-Ying GkL5%). She was
so happy to see us and treated us royally with best dishes at her famous
restaurant in downtown district. It was a five-story building with an
apartment on the fifth floor for her; and a kitchen on the first floor. The
foods were lifted up and down through a lifter to serve the customers.
Her husband passed away many years ago and her baby son, now, a
grown up young man, married and owned several restaurants himself.
We talked a lot about our adventure some 35 years ago. It was still fresh
in our mind even after so many years.

Finally, our ship sailed directly to Keelung Harbor ([ #%),
Taiwan. There were soldiers everywhere. They were just retreated from
various parts of Mainland China. Our ship was docked near the harbor
and we were allowed to leave the ship at night. My parents were totally
unaware of our where about, and were pleasantly shocked when we
appeared at their Taipei house. The Taipei house was a much smaller
than that in Nanjing or Wen-Chow (/). Even in this house there
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8 My Life’s Journey FeH94JEEL#H

lived two families. The first order of business for us was to take a bath
and change to clean clothes. We finally reunited as a family in Taipei.

1.3 Experience in Taiwan & &5

Our formal education started in Taipei; when my twin brother, Wai-Kai
and | entered as sophomores in the Junior High School of the Taiwan
Normal University. We were assigned to Class 27. In fact, there was
another pair of twins in the same class, John and Henry Mee (CKHAHE,
SKEABE) . In 1999, after nearly 50 years of separation, we met again in
Honolulu with John Mee CKBIEE) and his wife, Grace Mee (FEFEET),
when | took the dean’s position at the University of Hawaii. The Mee’s
family lived in Hawaii Kai and we lived in downtown Honolulu, a half
hour driving between our two homes.

&E |
Left: In front of Yen Hong-Ying’s restaurant (& 2 i #) in Amsterdam, The
Netherlands, 1984. (Arnold (H%%), Linlin (E3%%), Hong-Ying, Eric (FF££), Shui-Tan (7K
F1), Brian (157), and Restaurant Manger).

Right: Inside Yen Hong-Ying (#L5%) Son’s Restaurant. (Arnold, Linlin, Hong-Ying,
her Son T #ll/granddaughter/grandson, W.F., and Brian).

In Taiwan, most of the public schools were unisex schools. During
the transition, however, our school had a few girls in our class. Most of
our classmates came from the families retreated from Mainland China.
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The local Taiwanese students were mostly assigned to other unisex
schools. The traditional culture at the time was to keep us apart for as
long as possible — thus avoiding the nightmare of sexual contact — and
trained us to fulfill our traditional gender roles. It was a socially
conservative approach to education and discouraged any interaction
between boys and girls till the graduate school. As a result of this
educational system, we were often dumb ourselves down or retreated
into the woodwork when we were around girls. Keeping boys and girls
apart obviously did not give us the best shot at reaching our full social
and intellectual potential.

In 1955, after | graduated from the Senior High School of the Taiwan
Normal University, | passed the national examination and entered the
National Cheng-Kung University (NCKU [# 7 5% Zh K £2) in Tainan,
Taiwan. At the time, Taiwan was at a crossroads; land reform and
economical development were the focus of the government, a top priority
for the regime survival. With an infusion of American aids, educational
reform followed; and higher education became very much Americanized.
Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana was selected as the
counterpart by the US State Department for NCKU. Purdue served as
our role model for curriculum reform, teacher training, and re-education.
Many of the existing faculty members were sent to Purdue for advanced
degrees. Several Purdue faculty members came to NCKU to teach a
variety of courses and also guided the top administrators for the
university system reform.

Those days, we used for the first time the original English textbooks
as our official textbooks. Since the University had only a few original
books from overseas; they were very expensive, the University set aside
a room for us to read these "original English books" in the library. Later,
these original textbooks were reprinted in Taiwan with an affordable
price. Several of my classes were also taught directly by the Purdue
professors. There were good interactions between us. It was a struggle,
of course, for all of us to learn to read, write, and understand English
quickly since we were not prepared at all for such a drastic change.

This turned out to be a blessing for many of us who came to the US
later for advanced degrees. As a result of this relationship, | had a deep
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10 My Life’s Journey FeH94JEEL#H

impression about Purdue and knew about its great engineering school in
the US since my undergraduate years. Who could predict that, 20 years
later, I would become a faculty member at Purdue, promoted steadily to
the Head of Structural Engineering in 1980, and became the first George
E. Goodwin Distinguished Professor of Civil Engineering in the School
of Civil Engineering ever in 1992?

Receiving NCKU (%K) Distinguished  Alumnus Award (RS &) in 1988 with Civil
Engineering faculty and top administrators (from left: Chairman Tang (&% & ),
President Ma (J5351%), W.F., former President Nee ({i2i8), and Professor Shi (5 ZJIH)).

1.4 Remembering Father #Z&R 8 - BB

My grandfather was the principal of a primary school in my native town,
Ching-Tien Hsien (# M%), and my aunt was a teacher. As far as |
know there are many more of our relatives and close friends who were
also teachers. The teacher was a well respected profession in rural China
at the time since most of the population was peasants. It was a big deal
for their kids to attend school. The purpose of schooling in the old China
was to pass government examinations to become a civil service official.
My elder brother, Hollis (2£7), was a professor at Ohio University in
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Athens, Ohio; and my twin brother, Wai-Kai (#5f), was a professor at
the University of Illinois at Chicago campus. My younger brother,
William (Z£4%), was once a professor at Morehead University, Ohio.
So it was just natural for me to follow their footsteps and | aspired to be a
teacher as well.

So, it had to be a dramatic event for my father not to follow the
footsteps of the family tradition; and to instead join the newly established
Chinese Air Forces Academy as a fighter pilot. In those days, just like
Senator Kerry said recently during the 2006 US mid-year election: “If
you study hard, do your homework, and make efforts to be smart, you
will be rewarded handsomely and realize your dream. If not, you will be
stuck in lrag”. This was precisely the same attitude in China about
joining the military at the time.

What was the motivation for my father to join the military? For my
father who was raised in an intellectual family, the most abiding ideal the
younger generation had at the time was to save China, particularly during
the gathering storm of the Sino-Japanese War which occurred later in
1937. The depth of patriotism and compassion to save China was
brought about by China’s long history of humiliation by the western
powers and Japan in particular. It is difficult nowadays for us to
understand; but it was much more important than any other ideal at the
time.

In a recent search, | collected some historical records on my father’s
war records during the Civil War and Sino-Japanese War in which his
name was either clearly identified or may be implied to be a part of the
action team at the time during his active service period. As my tribute to
my father, some selected highlights were reprinted in the following in its
original Chinese format.

B BT — A Brief Bio of Yu-Chao Chen

FXBonER T, b = N, Wk Z ANBRERRD T, EE K
IEAGERSE, TR REETF HER BN (5 ANR/NE), Bl
BIE L— B SR, HIER BN B A ER S 1932
RS RABAI A A (R RZE R EE 2R RATRE W],
(RIMERATER, KR B&, LN 2e SEns et &
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1944 15 F BT 22 & B S BUR 15 R =551
h#ERRZEEH BB -A Glance of Air Battles, 1934 to 1942

Sl L 20 AP o 48 RO 22 SEAE ST H RF I e R T, DU —LE g
FEHC F AR R S A S S B

The book “One Hundred Chinese Generals from Ching-Tien Hsien (5 H%%)” was
published by the Committee on Historical Records in (#{L%).

Photo: four—star general, Chen—Chen ([##%), middle. Father Yu-Chao Chen
(B #8), right.

WP« R =4 il TR E

RRZEERM AR - BV KRR B (B . RIBX
REME, BEEHER, oREERE, RIME, FHM, KER
ARME, U, RRE. BROGE. BxE. 2, EhEohlE
PRI R RFRIL, HEEREPIE T 4,

I\ — 0B AR ZE
(ST = s SV I Lt S S U
RS BN AR
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J\— TN 228
IRf] « BB FNAE N IR B
HiURG AT

1942 FWHLEREREERITEAE - Rescue of the U.S. pilots led
by Lt Col. James H. Doolittle for the historical first U.S. air raid of Japan
in 1942. The 16 B-25 bombers took off from the deck of the aircraft
carrier Hornet. Plans originally called for them to land at airfields in
China during the day. But the bad weather changed the plans. The pilots
were forced to ditch their planes or bail out over or along the Chinese
coast at night.

Father Yu-Chao Chen (B ) was the Director General of the Airport
in (&N, WHT4), a coast province, at the time. It was too late for him
to receive the order from the highest authority in Chongquing (EEE%),
Capital of China during the WWII, to open the airport facility for the
returning U.S. B-25 bombers to land in China.

2005-6-16 14:33:42 {E& : K| : Kt
1942%84H18H L, EE1 64B- 2 5 #IERIEFLFF
WHRERET, MEAARG6 5 OWFEN “REE” BRTZERHE i
FE, FEIEH, KB, PS5, B H ARBENRISE G DK, A
T UOE SRR, KRB R, WIEEE, B- 2 5 MBI
F, BTSSR R b, RS 2%, B B
BB, BB E, S ELFE, A CGRREZ%E3 0/)
o (ERUE) HHEA RO,

A 2%
38 YRR R R A 1) 3 B R AR BE A 1 1 7 A I A5 B v
A ML BT RENK, BNESE RRDE B E0 M
P
BTHFRGFEEM, i/, e S LT
B SR T R R . 1 9 8 9 4EAE BB [N & S #i AT
A, WUEAHEE, IR (19428 4H18H) el
Ko pu b /\BhdE, M Aasg, hARME, (HEREERR
T B ARG S (B —fkpe LR EE) , kB, FEEE
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FEAEM, 5L TRBEHE e R UL, FHEITER NS I, R
e BRI 22 RS b =3 20 B AR B v PR, R o e B B
W i e R, BB E — R e NFE Yy, BRI 1 2 B,
B NS ST RIBA A, (ER L IERE R - — Rk, EPL8E 1
O B, AT SEMIRBIMT 28, EmaRmiE, A AdEd T,

WE ARG, AN B ) B 35 2 B % P BR B 2
RO SRR B IR A ke, sk, BROGE SRS ER, &
IR 72 R St B A2 BT, (R B R m fe a4, Al
fof o 2 S5 B TREH, R AREE B B AR T8 B B, £
BEEREAN)  EAK T, AR IRFE,

EERE, 1 648B- 2 5#EMEHET, 148 (85F) BT A=
WM, 5 ATRAT BR R E R AT, B 1 B AREERAEINL, &
e, BRI (WL 1 028, ZPfi288, mid328) , L7507
EEARATEF, Br5 AHAE, 8 A#HEIMMES, Hae6 2 AbhE
R R Bhmi e ke, Hob 4 3 NHBEE, 1TERSE s iR R L
TN 72 SE A -+ = RRE AR MR SRR, R R A B TR
R, HEEAT, MUMTEFE RN BAAE RO R AR T A5

5 O fEHIACATES) The 50-Year Anniversary Activities in 1990:
A Re-Visit of the Site by Some Rescued Pilots

4RI (four-star General Doolittle) 1 9 8 5B EIUA |
B 199 04, HAFITIIA, JRSEEITE AL 222 7RI EE
REREAR — 32 5 N B ZZEIACHL, 225 =3 5 AR 2N RGE SE B
TR EE A,

£ “HARRRATE” 5 O JAFERATEE L, SEEIMEMER M
1 (President George Bush) #}i8 B/ SL/EM T = EERTE © “TR2eHk
Dith, HREesE BRI A CRLE, BEAMIIRIT B HR LA
i, WRMMREG, EEARKERORL, M bmfERRS:
e OB, TR A B 38550, TR AM AR B o A A
HIFEAT B e w2 ik [al, ARRR R AT B BEPR A IE 25 T -8R
T, AHIE S SR — B B S BN RAUBUIM NS, A ko AN
SRC A MTE B RDIE), HokEA SRR B B ER R R
BB FE L. (We will never forget the humanitarian efforts of the
great Chinese people to risk their life to help our pilots to return home
safely.) By President George Bush.
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