Preface

When first planning this book I intended it to be part of Quips, Quotes, and
Quanta, but the material grew too extensive to include in one volume. Also
the material in this volume is of a quite different nature. Since I have tried,
as much as possible to adhere to a thematic order, there is temporal overlap
with Quips, Quotes, and Quanta.

In writing this book I have again been helped by numerous colleagues
who, knowing of my interest in anecdotes have, over the years, passed many
of them on to me. In particular I am most grateful to Professor Werner Israel
who not only offered constant encouragement, but also contributed several
personal reminiscences. I am also grateful to his wife, Inge Israel for telling
me of some humorous incidents involving Werner.

As in Quips, Quotes, and Quanta, Professor M. Razavy not only provided
me with continuous encouragement, but also with numerous references to
historical writings. His encyclopaedic knowledge has been a great help.

Professor Valeri Frolov and Dr. Andrei Zelnikov helped with some bio-
graphical material dealing with Soviet and Russian physicists. They saved
me considerable time and effort for which I am very grateful.

There are far too many colleagues to list all of those who also contributed
in one way or another. I thank them for their continued interest and support.

Over the years I have presented part of this material to various audiences.
In particular I have to acknowledge the enthusiastic response of the Science
Council of the Alberta Teachers’ Association who gave me the opportunity
to present almost all of Chapter 1 In November, 2004, at the Banff Centre.

At one stage in the writing of this book I had helpful advice from Joy
Gugeler. I thank her for her help.

As in Quips, Quotes, and Quanta the translations into English, unless
otherwise specified, are my own.

A. Z. Capri

Edmonton, Alberta.

April, 2007.
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