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ical and a technical section. With this plan one hoped to convince the
Parliament of the necessity and usefulness of the new facility.

However, in spite of this effort, particularly in the year 1886 there ap-
peared a series of serious obstacles against the project. For some time Chan-
cellor Bismarck refused to provide financial support. On the other hand, the
“Association of German Engineers” (Verein deutscher Ingenieure) strongly
criticized the institute, asserting that it would serve mainly the personal
interests of Werner Siemens and that the technical section would concen-
trate on the wrong subjects. In a letter to Bismarck from November of 1886
the “German Society for Mechanics and Optics” expressed similar doubts
about the institute. As a result of these critical comments, the plans for the
Institute ran into heavy difficulties in the German Parliament. Eventually,
the Budget Commission approved the amount of 160 000 Marks assigned
for the Technical Section, but it dropped the Physical Section completely.

These disastrous developments caused Siemens, Foerster, and Crown
Prince Friedrich to increase their efforts in favor of the original concept.
It was in particular the Crown Prince, who tried to win support for the
physical section. Then in March 1887 a newly formed German Parliament
approved the amount of 700 000 Marks for the new institute including
the physical section. In Parliament an argument stressing the increasing
international competition in the area of high technology had helped con-
siderably.

Among the German physicists working at universities and technical col-
leges, to a large extent only Hermann von Helmholtz strongly supported
the establishment of the Institute. Furthermore, it was the technical and
scientific vision and the patriotism of Werner Siemens that led to the key
role he played in this endeavour.


