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The human body has bilateral symmetry. However, it is only in its external appearance and 
even then it is approximate rather than fulfilled with geometrical rigor. Motion especially 
diminishes the impression of bilateral symmetry. There are considerable discrepancies from 
bilateral symmetry in the interior of the human body. The most conspicuous is perhaps that 
the heart is on the left-hand side in most people.

Torso in an Etruscan sculpture from about 350 –328 BCE in the 
Antique Collection of the Museum of Fine Arts in Budapest

Human Body

(courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, Hungary)
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From left to right:

David by Michelangelo in Florence, Italy

Woman sculpture symbolizing an antique-shop chain in Budapest

Woman sculpture in Paris
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Even though motion may diminish the apparent symmetry of the human body, it also gives it emphasis 
when it is part of gymnastics or other sports and dancing. This is illustrated here by the sculptures at 
the top of a building in Piccadilly Circus in London, UK, and by postage stamps of different countries.
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