Author’s Biography

Chen Qing Shan 

Chen Qing Shan was born in 1894 at the close of the Qing dynasty in Putian County in Fujian province. He attended a traditional small private school for his first few years of education but later transferred to a school with modern curriculum. He came to Malaya in 1918 to teach in Chinese schools and began to write. He was particularly good in short stories and was an important contributor and editor of the literary column Li of the daily paper Nanyang Times 南阳时报 in the late 1920s. He was recognized as a pioneer in the Chinese New Revolution Literature Movement in Singapore and Malaya.

At the end of the Second World War, he worked as the Secretary of the Perak Hokkien Association (Fujian clan association of the state of Perak in Malaya). He also taught Chinese literature to the state organized Normal Teachers Certificate classes from time to time. From the mid 1950s he taught Chinese Girls High School. Qing Shan’s literary works post-War were mostly classical poems. He was one of the founders of the poets’ society in Ipoh called Fufeng She. His literary works were many, but unfortunately much may have been lost during the War. Those that are extant were preserved in a publication titled Lizi Ji 《荔子集》(1936)，(not to be confused with the title of this book “Lychee Frangrance”《荔子情》，Xinghua Wenxian 《兴化文献》(1947) and Qing Shan Shi Ji 《晴山诗集》(1991) and the microfilm copies of Nanyang Times kept in the Chinese Library of the National University of Singapore.
Qing Shan passed away in Ipoh (Malaya) after a short illness on 6 June 1960 at the age of 66.
