Contents

PREFACE

PROLOGUE

A Song in Praise of Japan

SCENT OF A LAGOON

Paris — The 13th District
Goddess in Beethoven Square
Scent of a Lagoon
Preservation

Sounds in Town

A Beggar in Rome

Porta Rossa

Mist in Venezia

Lodging in Asolo

“Beijing Coffee Cantata”
Peking Duck, Bearing a Grudge
Shanghai Rhapsody

Mi Amore Toilette

Meet Again

xi

O

11
14
16
19
22
25
28
31
34
38
41
44
48
51



xii

A Clock in Vienna

Summer in Verona

La Casa

“The Opportunity Makes the Thief”
Marco in Feltre

BATTLE OF WITS!?

Trouble with Transit
Battle of Wits!?
Today’s Students — The Three Apparitions
All Quiet on the Employment Front
Were Titanic to Sink Today
Break Away from the Front
Students Disposition: Changes During 15 Years
“Bolero”
Ann’s Wedding
Bigi-of-Hiroshima Konami, Koro
Cuccha’s View
Aberdeen
In Singapore
Tiananmen — 1989
A Visit to the Ganges
Sketches of Bangkok
Syndrome Academia

— Digestive Organs Disease
Syndrome Academia

— Circulatory Organs Disease
Syndrome Academia

— Respiratory Organs Disease
Syndrome Academia

— Senile Brain Disease

54
57
60
64
68

73
80
81
86
94
98
101
104
107
109
111
116
120
123
124
131

133

138

144

148



MORE THAN JUST ...
More Than Just “Coffee, Tea or Me”
“Babette’s Feast”
Toronto, Saigon — Puccini
Viva [i18n]!?
Ram Ramamoorthy
The “SmithsoniSAUR”
Topknot Net
An Account of a Spanish Adventure — 1997
Tatemae — The Art of Lying
“Cavalleria Rusticana”
Toilet Fantasies
DEMOCRACY vs. Minshu-Shugi
“Offering My Life to You”
“A Room with a View”
“Kimiga-yo” — 1999
And after 50 Years
Grumbles by Socrates
“Ode to Heavenly Joy”
A Little White House in Cape Cod

EPILOGUE
Pierrot Requiem

AFTERWORD

xiii

155
158
162
166
170
175
178
180
193
199
203
208
210
213
218
222
224
229
234

243

245



