


Preface vii

War and the subsequent time. Aside from some special treatments, up to
now this period — from 1914 until his death in 1941 — has been covered
only relatively briefly or in a summarizing way. This is in contrast to its
importance. The period contains NERNST’s actions during both World
Wars, his attitude toward fascism, his occupation as Rector of the Uni-
versity of Berlin and as President of the Physikalisch-Technische Reich-
sanstalt, as well as his contributions to the electroacoustic musical in-
struments and to cosmology and astrophysics, which are frequently un-
derrated in value.

The treatment in the book is supported by presenting quotations writ-
ten by NERNST, his students, coworkers, colleagues, and members of his
family. In this case sources have been cited, which up to now were used
only rarely or not at all. An attempt to include only such statements the
validity of which could hardly be questioned was made. Sometimes for
the discussion of physical or physical-chemical facts, a mathematical
presentation has been used. In this case, an opinion of the physical chem-
ist HANS JAHN, having some importance in NERNST’s biography, served
as a good example: “Because it is a fruitless endeavor ... to want to aim
at a goal along bumpy, impassable secret paths, where the mathematical
analysis has prepared already royal roads.” [Jahn (1895): IV].

In the attached name index to a large extent completeness has been
observed regarding the (different) spellings, the first names, the years of
the birth and the death, the titles of nobility, and any other information.

Due to the enormous amount of material, in this book too, some as-
pects could be treated only indirectly or marginally. In this case we have
in mind NERNST’s popularity as an academic teacher and his role as “fa-
ther of the institute family”, his attitude toward women, his love of motor
cars and of traveling, in particular to Italy, but also the occupation with
more special scientific problems. However, this did not noticeably affect
the intended goal of a comprehensive treatment of the unique personality
of WALTHER NERNST and his important achievements in science, tech-
nology, and society.

We hope that the present book has come reasonably close to this goal.
Certainly, a total realization of it was not possible. Because of the large
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complexity of the subject “WALTHER NERNST”, after one has treated it
there always remains the fact that something had been left out which
deserves to be discussed in the future.

We thank World Scientific for taking up the publication of our book,
and we are especially grateful to Senior Editor Ms LAKSHMI NARAYA-
NAN from the Singapore Office for handling capably and promptly our
many questions. Prof. Dr. DIETER HOFFMANN and Dr. ULRICH SCHMITT
(Institute of Physical Chemistry, University Gottingen) deserve thanks
for their friendly advice and their support in connection with the science-
historical questions. Last but not least our thanks go to Dr. SABINE
BARTEL and Dipl.-Math. HANS-JOACHIM MUCHA for their support in the
electronic traffic between Berlin and Tubingen.
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