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1. Introduction

Creativity: When East meets West.
But when?
And how?
In the meeting, cross-cultural comparisons are inevitable. And if made

on equal grounds, such comparisons can ignite meaningful reflections
and controversies.

With the passing away of Edward Said and the subsequent reports by
Asian scholars in the media, more people have come to know of his
works and writings. In brief, as in one of his earlier books entitled
Orientalism (1978), Said puts forth his argument against the West’s
(in particular the United States’) narrow and stereotyped view of the East
(in particular the Middle East). His research has also aimed at raising
Americans’ awareness of the diversity, richness, and dynamic nature of
the culture of Arabic nations. Said was born in Palestine, grew up in
Egypt, and got his higher education in the United States. Like his
background, his thinking and research cross both academic and cultural
boundaries. As such, apart from arguing against the West’s molded view
of the Middle East, his work has also helped to alert Arabs of their
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