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these topics throughout the world. He is a Fellow of the Australian 
College of Education and the Regional Editor for Asia and Australia of 
Learning Environments Research: An International Journal. He is a 
world leader in learning environment research and co-author of the book 
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Technology, Australia. At present she is working on learning 
environment projects in Australia. Her most recent research has involved 
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pursuing her doctoral studies at the Centre for Research on Networked 
Learning and Knowledge Building in the Department of Psychology at 
the University of Helsinki, Finland. 
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past years he has been involved in several EU and nationally funded 
projects. Lipponen has taught at several Finnish universities and given 
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and Technologies Academic Group, National Institute of Education, 
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Curtin University of Technology, Australia.  He has held posts at the 
University of Western Australia, in the Graduate School of Education, 
and the University of Southern Queensland, where he was founding 
Director of ITEL, an Information Technology Enhanced Learning 
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learning environments. 
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Sibel Telli is a PhD Student in Secondary Science and Mathematics 
Education at the Middle East Technical University in Turkey. She has 
been a high school biology teacher for 11 years. Her PhD project focuses 
on learning environments research, in particular teacher-student 
interpersonal behaviour. 
 
David F. Treagust a Professor of Science Education in the Science and 
Mathematics Education Centre at Curtin University of Technology, 
Australia. His primary research interests are related to understanding 
students’ ideas about science concepts, and how these ideas contribute to 
conceptual change and can be used to enhance the design of curricula 
and the classroom learning environment.  He is the author or co-author of 
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Atlantic Regional Educational Laboratory for Student Success.  His 
research focuses on equity, excellence, and social justice issues, such as 



xxiv   About the Contributors 

closing the achievement gap and improving the education of students at 
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include: Observational Research in USA classrooms: New Approaches 
for Understanding Cultural and Linguistic Diversity (Cambridge, 2004); 
Educational Resiliency: Student, Teacher, and School Perspectives 
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